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ARTICLE AFPPEARED THE WASHINGTON POST
ON PAGE 18 March 1982
‘Senate !Drops ‘lntent’ Clause ;7 "7
By George Tardner Jr.. - | ' the othet side along with a number of other sen-
* -, Washington Post§talt Writer . | ators"who had been thought to be "leamng" to-
Handmg the CIA and the Reagan ward the stiffer standard of proof. -¢; : -

.administration a major- victory, the |
Senate voted yesterday-to drop a
criminal intent. clause from a bill
making it a crime to disclose the
names- of US. mlaelhgence opera-
tives. - P Lt

Bya surpnsmgly lopended vote of
55 to 39, Sen. John- H. Chafee (R-~
R.I) won approval of a looser stan-.
dard that would outlaw such disclo--
"sures when made with “reason to
believe®-that such activities would -

impair or lmpede the forelgn mtel~ -,

ligence: actlvxtles. m,of 2 the Umted '
Statea - 1 rid plaieeiil.

'The oontroversxal ‘measure, which
could come upr for -Senate passage
today, would for the: first- time-in |
American history make it a crime:to .
publish. information: even when .ob- |
tamed from public records. - »35az.

. The identities: of-. CIAstation’
chiefs and other intelligence officers
assigned —-to—-American— émbassies |
overseas frequently.can be gleaned
from llbrary-shelfdacuments suchas |
old editions of the State Depart-~
ment’s Biographic'Register-~—~ . ‘}

White. House and CIA lobbymte~

R L AT T , SRARARRRTRE T .‘amsuwan A

‘teamed-up- to- help put: Chafee’s:pro-;
» posal across. and; illustrating the-im:3

x\’-

. portance- thevadmnmstratxonwat—"

tached :to the ,measure,-Vice Prw-
dent: Bush presided: over the-vote:
 Bush; :a: former.<CIA-director; alsow
. made about half a:dozencalls to se;
:lected senators. last‘ week. accordmg“
-to Chafee.-snesidnwiedy i, nowes: ¢
~ “We.took a bath,” Jerry Berman,
“legislative counsel for the American*
Civil Liberties Union; copceded after
the vote. He said three senators ‘who
had indicated they. would vote for a’

criminal intent. clause wound up on |

'I'he.Senate Judiciary Committee had voted last
fall to-require a showing of an “intent to impair or
- impede-ithe foreign intelligence activities of the
. United States” on the part of journalists and other
 outsiders:prosecuted under the law.
i _CRafee, however, ‘contended - it ‘would be’ too
- difficult-to. secure convictions under an “intent”
standard;.which -he argued “provides a- loophole
big enough:to drive a truck through.” -
~ Meeting-with reporters after the vote Cbafee
insisted- that the “legitimate press™ could still
cover the CIA: adequately thhout nammg
nama» ‘\. ‘ * N
.- *Don’t-give the lmpresslon now- that you're
bemg absolutely handcuffed,” Chafee edmomshed.
“I don’t think the CIA is going to go'racing around
trying to!nab everybody. You know very well tbe~
type-of- pubhcatxon the bill is aimedat.. -
Journalistic organizations such as the Society of 1
Professional Journalists, the American Newspaper-
Publishers-Association and the National Newspa-
perAssoqmtlon had joined in lobbymg against the
Cha‘fee amendment on grounds that it would cri-
»mmehze even news stories aimed at disclosing.il-
slegal or improper intelligence activities and would
!stifle the publication of many legitimate articles. -
v ehafee denied that, insisting journalists would
'have one ‘whale of a defense” anytime they
‘named names in disclosing an illegal operation. He ;
.'suggemd that one story along that line, for exam-
:ple; Would not constitute “a pattern’ of activntlee4

rmtended%o-ndenhl’y ‘and’ expose"covem'
whmh his'amendment also requires.. -
-"The Rhode- Island Republican obpded tren-
uomly on the Senate floor, however, when Sen..
‘Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) moved tottone down the.
"Chafee "amendment . by - more preclsely def nmg
~“pattem of activities” % et
"Bradley asked for a roll call vote on hns provaso,
but:twasputofftmtﬂ today. S 5 - o
=-Senate passage 'of the bill would send it. bo a
‘conference. with- the House, which adopted ;an'
even broader' measure last September. It prohibits'
‘haming former ‘ds well as preeent CIA officers for
five years after any overseas duty! and forbids the
-identification " for; :life .of - -soccalled " contract
: agents.” informants-and sources of operational as:

'em: Dlscibsm'e Law i;amsl

',dlsclbeure. Journalists-and other ouitsiders would

sxehmce, unless. the govemmenLdedmﬁes their J
eonnochom-,.é-rwt-.-s- =% 'ma:r-

STAT

The bill also protects FBI countennteihvence
and counterterrorism agents and' mformants as
well as officers, agents and sources of other units
such as the Defense Intelligence Agency. -

t and past government officials who have?
access to such names would -face-up to -10
years in prison and $50,000 fines for unauthorized

face maximum penaltxee of three years in’ pnson
and $15,000 fines. "

.The Society of Profuslonal Journalxsts pro-
tested in a statement after yesterday’s vote that it |
was unconstitutional and “strikes at the right of
Americans to monitor their government.” ACLU
spokesman John Shattuck said his organization
was “prepered to challenge its constntutxonahty in
eoutt, assummg lt is signed into law o
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